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work for a number of years, and signed by
the leader of the Oppesition, was withhel
from the select committee, and that subse-
quent action was taken by his Ministers whe
telegraphbed to the Premier repudiaiing what
ke had done, and asking that it be with-
drawn. It is the official documents bearing
on this, and which were vital to the inquiry,
thai | wani produced. The leader of the
Oppositicn will have the opportunity he de-
sires of meeting me in my electorate within
the next twelve months. I invite him to meet
me there, just as I did last December to
justify his actions in conneelion with the
Nevanas business. He did not then accept
my invitation and T repeat it now. He can
get his candidate ready for the election
which must come abont within {welve
months. There are other points that were
raised during ibe debate, but I do not pro-
pose to diseuss them at this late hour, in
view of the friendly reception which has
been given by the House to the motion.
Question as amended put and passed.

House adj-oumed' at 11.33 p.m.

|
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-mn., and read pravers.

PAPERS—KIMBERLEY CATTLE,
GOVERNMENT PURCHASE.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.33]: I

move—
That the contract for the purchase of
12,000 Kimberley cattle for nexl seasow’s
delivery, and all papers in connection

therewith, be laid upon the Table of the
House.

To a number of people this motion would
appear fo be a simple one, but to the people
[ represent in the North Province it is a
very important one. A number of people I
have met are of opinton that 1 awn out after
some coniract which has been made by the
Labour Government, and they are astounded
to find that the contract I am looking for is
one made by lhe Wilson Government. I shall

“endeavour to put the posilion before the

House and the country as it alfects ths
peaple I represent in the northern province
of this State, which takes in the whole area
hetween Geraldton and Wyndbam, The mat-
ter is urgent. Therein lies my reason for en-
deavouring to debate the subjeet before the
production of the papers. [f T waited for
the papers, delay would oceur and the thing
would be allowed to drift on. I do not even
know that we shall get the papers, but I
think, by the (fwe I have finished, the House
will insist upon the production of these
papers. 1 understand that the contraet is for
the purchasze of 12,000 head of fat eatile de-
livered in Derby between April and Sep-
tember of next year. I understand, too, that
Emanuel Bros. are the vendors and that the
Wilsen Government are the purchasers. If
I am wrong 1 am not altogether to blame,
bat I think that the information which T
will give to the Fouse this afternoon is not
very wide of the mark, I have demanded, in
the presence of a number of North-West
squatters, the production of this eontraet. 1
have stated that this is a publie matter, and
that in the inierests of the publie it
should be made known. No one, how:
ever, bul the parties concerned—Emanuel
Bros. as the sellers and the Government as
the purchasers—know the exact details of
the contract. This purchase controls the
poliey of the State steamship service for the
next 12 months. This is very interesting, in
view of the faet that the Premier bas an-
nounced that he is going to sell or serap the
State sleamers at the ecarliest possible mo-
ment. The onlv justifieation for es-
tablishing the State steamship service
on the north-west was to burst aup the com-
bine which existed-on the coast, and has ex-
isted for the last quarter of a eentury, The
combine consisted of four Singapore boats
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and one, two, or more of the Adelaide Steam-
ship company’s boals, and the spaee in the
holds of these for the last quarter of a cen-

tury has been at the disposal of Ewmanuel
Bros. It will thus be seen that for a num-
ber of years Kmanuel Bros, have controlled
or had first eall upon the whole of the space
on the vessels {rading alony the north-west
coast. 1t was lo get over thai difliculty that
the Siate sleamship service was established.
I do not blame a privately owned company
for selling the whole of Lheir space to one
firn.  What are Jprivate companies formed
for but in order to make money? It is in the
inferests of a private company to do this,
but it is not in the interests of the couniry
that they sheuld let the whele of their space
to one lirm, and get paid for it, whether it
is availed of or not. Consequently, 1 do
nol blane a privately owned steamship com-
pany for doing ihis. Hon. members will
see the position that il places every other
grower in along the north-west coast under
such a condition of affaivs. T do not blame
Emanuel Bros. for getting control of the
whole of this space. They are a big firm and
are in a big way. They could, if they so
wished, 1ake fip the whole of that space, and
this is perhaps excusable in their case where
it would not be a legitimate thing tor the
Government te do. I am a great admirer of
Emanuel Bros. T have known them for the
last 20 years. They are honourable, upright,
and straightforward men. There is nothng
wrong aboul their taking the wlole of the
freight, charlering steamers,  and siiting on
the box seal and dictaling terms. No one
in the country has had a greater opportunity
-than I have in coming to a conclusion as to
the Emanuels. I have had deals wilh them
to the value of tens of thousands of pounds.
T was general manager of one of their
branches for a number of years. Al
Isidore Emanuel was the managing di-
reclor, and a more honourable, upright, and
straightforward man T have never had any-
thing to do with. He is a smart, shrewd,
business man, and all his transaclions are
carried out in an honourable way: This is a
secret contract. Tt has been made for some
monihs and I, as a representative of the
North Provinee, have demanded that puhb-
lieity should be given to it, but up to now
no publicity has been given to it. This is
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all the more inleresting because the Seaddan
Government were huvled out of office for
seerel contracls and incompetent adminis-
tration. - The Wilson Government came in to
pul down thig policy of seeret contraels, and
show the couniry Liow it was to be properly
administered. Yet in face of that it would
appear (hat they were bardly a week in offiee
hetore (hey made this secret contract which
was to conirol the destinies of the Siate
steamship service for the next twelve months
along the north-west eoast, and tie up the
whole of thie cattle there and plaece them at
the dispozal of one firm. The contraet is, 1
underetand, for the sale of 12,000 fat cattle
delivered at Derby between April and Sep-
{ember of next year. These eattle are not
necessarily to be Kmanoel’s cattle; they may
he anyone’s eallle, so long as they are fat. 1ot
us consider that for a moment. Emanuel Bros.
may not 1ift any of their eaftle at all, and
probably they will not do so. We know that
Emannel’s are wealthy people nnd are not
bound to sell their ecaltle. Caitle in the
North-West are increasing in price every
vear. If the Governmenl buy 12,000 head
from them for delivery next year Emanuel's
ean hold up their eattle, they ecan diclate
terms to the other people and buy from them
at their own price. That is a nice position
in which to place the cattle growers of the
North-West, Every caltle grower is immedi-
ately plaged in the hands of Emanue!l Bros,
heeanse if other people have to turn their
cattle inlo money Emanuels have only to pat
their gwn price upon them, or they will not
be in a position to gell at all. If Ewmanuels
bought from these other people they would
By at a price which would enable them to
sell Lhe cattle at a handsome profit to the
Government under this eontraet, We cannot
blame them, of course, but we ean blame the
Government for putting the people of the
North-west in such an unfortunate position.
The eattle are to be carried by the “Kwinana”
and “Moira,” and they are to be delivered
at Fremantle at the rate of 700 a weck.
These vessels will make fortnightly trips and
the “Moira” will earry 600 and Llhe “Kwin-
ana’” ahoui 200. Emanuel Bros. will be de-
livering 700 eaftle a week between April and
September of next year. It is necessary
to inquire ns to what other steamers there
are on the ecast. The “Bambra” ought lo
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be on the eoast, but she is not. She struck
an uncharlered rock a little while ago and
had to go te Singapore for repairs.

The Colonial Secretary: She is on ber
way back.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Singapore
service has been reduced from four fo two,
and those two steamers are the others that
are on the coast. I understand that their
programme for next year will be a monthly
service between Fremantle and Singapore.
That brings us to the position as to who is
io have control of the other three steamers.
The Premier tells me (hal the “Bambra” is
at the disposal of all other shippers in ihe
North. For many years past the two other
Singapore boails have been at the disposal
of FEmanuel Bros. What is to happen next
year, I do not know. The contract will dis-
close il, but T may assume that the other
two hoats will be at the disposal of Eman-
uel Bros.

The Colonial Secretary: That is not the
ease. *

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then [ am not (o
blame, hecause I have not seen the seecret
contract. Assuming they are at the disposal
of Emannel Bros., this firm will be delivering
to (he Government at Fremantle to the end
ot Septemnher 330 bulloeks a week. Thie only
hoat 1 know of whieh will be available (o
serve oll lhe other ports from Geraldton to
Wyndham is the “Bambra.” S8he ean de-
fiver 50 bulloeks a week, provided, of course,
slie does not hreak down. She has ta go nlong
the coast to Port Darwin ecarrving pas-
sengers and carge. Last vear the “Bamhbra®™
delivered 1,151 bullocks. T am nssuming
that this year, with better luck, she will be
delivermg 1500 bullocks, in which case,
with 10 ports to eall at, and, say, 10
shippers to serve, it will mean five hullncks
per port per trip, or half a bullock for each
shipper. That will give an idea of the posi-
tion of affairs in the Norih, Tt will put
Emanuel Bros. in a nice position at the ex-
| ense of the ather |eople in the North. T
wonld like to point out here that Emanuel
Bros. have never had a hullock or a sheep
carried on any of the Stale steamers. Tt did
not suit them to patronise the State steamers
and T do not blame them. Why should they
sharpen the axe which was likely lo fall on
their heads? Tt might he sugoested that 1
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am annoyed over this matter, but I wish to
tell Lthe Honse the position in which I stand,
and that, as a matier of fact, T have cause
io congralulaté myself. People must give
me eredit for knowing something about the
cattle trade and the manceuvring which has
been going on in the Neorth for the past 25
years, 1 do not know how the Government
are going to carry my firm's bullocks. If
they are nol under a legal obligation to do
so, they ecrtainly arc under a moral obliga-
tion to carry them. When the Wilson Gov-
ernment were in oflice some years ago they
sent a cirenlar to the cattle growers in the
North wanting to know whether, in the event
of the Guvernment putting steamers on the
North-West coasl, we would patronise them.
My firm replied that they would, and that
we would ship 1,000 bullocks per annum to
carry.

Hon. J. B. Dodd: Were they going to put
an State steamers?

FHon. J. J. HOLMES: In the event of the
zervice being inaungurated we were asked
whether we would patronise it and we re-
plied in the affirmative and stated the num-
ber that we were prepared to ship. We
shipped every year approximately 1,000
bulloeks, and the Staile steamship service
put  them where they liked. Our ap-
plieation for space for a {housand bulloeks
for next year went in months ago. Thal is
the difference hetween a privately owned
company and the State owned serviee. A
private company will not deal with a num-
her of individuals, The State calls for ap-
plieations from all owners of stock so as to
allocale the space amongst them, and the
stock owners have to take what is allotted
to them or make exchanges, bearing in mind
that the ship’s space has to he filled. One
anplicaticn went in months ogo. and hire
I am prepared to exonerale the present
izader of the Hounse for having any direct
interest in this conliraet,

The Colonial Secretary: Do vou suggest
1 have any direct interest in i{?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Direct interesl not
in the making of the conlract, but as a mem-
her of the Wilson Ministry, T hold the Col-
onial Secretary responsible for the acis of
his colleagues. The Colonial Secretary is
the Minister eontrolling the State Steam-
ship serviee and that service has had appli-
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cations for space from all shippers
who have been patronising it since its
inception.  The question of the price
Lo be paid for the carriage of these bullocks
has never been raised, but that is a
matter which is entirely in ihe hands of
the Government. The people want to utilise
the space and they have never asked what
price they hiad to pay for it. It has to be
remembered also that the Colonial Secretary
was somewhat in a dilemma owing to the an-
nouncement by the Premier that those steaw-
ers were to be disposed of at the earliest
possible moment. They were lo be serapped
or got rid of. The hon. member can shake
his head, but before I finish I will show the
House that a number of people, including
the shipping kings of Australia, thought so
too, and they were here with the object of
getting possession of the State steamers, I
will, however, ecome to {hat in due eourse.

In my opinion, the Colonial Seeretary,
whoe is  controlling the Stale sfeamship
service, was tied up and he did not

know what was going lo bappen to the
stcamers and he could not book in the usual
wav for next year.

Hon. J. M. Drew: Has no one booked up
vet?

Hon. J, J. HOLMES: Yes, Emannel Bros.
have and that is the point. The Colonial
Secretary " or the manager of the ser-
vice could not book up becanse they
did not know what was to happen
to the steamers. Then somebody got
ahead of everybody else and through the
Lands Department effected ihe sale of
12,000 bullocks, praectically monopolising
the space for the whole of next year,
whilst all the loyal shippers were waiting
fov their allocation, They were told that
nothing conld be done until the peoliey of
the Government had been defined. Yet a
contract was made which not only defined
ithe policy of the State steamers for next
year, but tied up 90 per cent. of the freight.
In connection with my aetion, if it bas never
heen understood, I hope it will be under-
stood before I sit down. It took the last
Alinistry some time to understand it, but
they eventually gave me credit for what I
bad done. The Colonial Secretary had a
rood deal to say about this State steam-
hip serviee and the people who patronised
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it. He went out of his way also for politi-
eal purposes to introduce names of indi-
viduals, which he said appeared on the
manifest. These names, however, did not
appear on ihe manifest, but that is only by
the way. The hon. gentleman was pretty
gevere in his criticism in April last as to
what was being done. He introduced wny
name when he should have mentioned ihe
name of my firm. I suppose, however, for
political purposes he thooght it would be
better to mention my name. The Colonial
Secretary’s eriticism was so severe that it
called forth a reply from Mr. Drew, who
wag then Colonial Secretary and had charge
of the State steamship service. Mr. Drew,
dealing with all shippers, said with regard
to Holmes Bros. it might not have appeared
to be generally known that the Wilson
Ministry wrote to Holmes Bros. some time
prior to the advent of the Labour Govern-
ment to inguire as to the number of stock
that they would be prepared to send to the
market in the event of the Government pro-
viding steamship facilities, The firm ve-
plied te the Wilson Government under-
taking to ship 1,000 bullocks per anvum.
When the State steamship service was es-
tablished by the Labour Government, Holmes
Brothers felt under an obligation to fulfil
that promise; and T am pleased to say that
the undertaking has heen loyally kept by
Holmes Brothers. I shonld like to say.
here, and T feel sure the hon. Mr. Drew
will bear me out, that my assoeiation with
the State steamship department during the
last vear or two entailed my giving val-
uable time. T had one object in view, to
keep that serviee going in the interests of
the producers of the North. I think Mr.
Drew will bear me out if I claim that I
was a sort of honorary Minister for State
steamships. My advice was always readily
available to the Government, and I challenge
Mr. Colebatch to produce any file which
will show that T misrepresented the position
or gave the Qovernment any advice which
was not in the interests of the eommunity.
I leave the decision on that matter to those
who know best. It has been said, and it is
true, that in this matter I am looking into
the future. I have in mind the future de-
velopment of the North which will resnlt
from any little sacrifice that is now made
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in order to establish proper transport
facities to the North. Such proper trans-
port faeilitiez must be of benelit to every-
body who has any interest there, The good
old Book instruets ws, “Cast thy bread
upon the waters and thou shall find it
after many davs.’’ T hoped that we might
have found something this year; but unfor-
tunately someone has got the meat and we
may gei the bread. So far as I am
concerned, | am pirepared to  make
this offer, if it will assist the Gov-
ernment, to reduce our cuntract tor space
from 1,000 to 300 head; or, if the Govern-
ment prefer te buy the catile, they may do
g0 on the =ame terms and condiiions as the
12,000 head were bought from Emanuel
Bros., whatever those terms may be. I be-
lieve, too, that Emanucl Bros. would he in-
elined to do something along the same lines.
If so, that would velieve the position;
their 12,000 head would be redunced to
6,000, thus providing space for 6.000 more
cattle for anybody else wishing to secure
space. T henestly helieve that if the facts
were placed before Emanuel Bros. they
would agree to such a proposal. They are
16,000 miles away and perhaps not in touch
with the doings of thair managers. I urge
that proposal on  the Colonial Secretary
as a way out of the present diffienlty.
I’rom my knowledge of Emanuel Bros.-—and
1o one has a better knowledge of the char-
acters of those men—I helieve they will
do this. Emanuel Bros’ dealings in the
cattle trade and their busincss dealings in
connection with steamers whieh they charter
15 a different matter altogether. As busi-
ness men they naturally make every post a
winner. But [ refuse to helieve that Eman-
uel Bros. desire to secure a monopoly of the
(fovernmenl steamers to the deiriment of
ibe interests of the North country. Tt
has to he remembered that Emanuel Bros.
tbemselves 25 vears ago batiled along in the
North earryving their lives in their hands,
alongside those who are still battling there,
who have heen less fortunate than they. I
helieve that if this proposal were put be-
fore the management of Emanuel Bros. in
London they would aeree. Some people
claim that the Government should not have
made this purchase of cattle. It certainly
is an experiment; but T think it will not do
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any harm to let the Government hutt in and
see how they ecan handle 12,000 head of
cattle, whether they ean bandle the business
better than the people in the trade. A numu-
ber of people alse urge that there should be
an alteration jo the Government's business
metliods. The Government fix their price
per bead and earry for anybody; but the
trouble has been that the rate of freight
Hxed was too low,

The Colonial Secretary: Did the henorary
Alinister for Stale steamers fix it?

Hon. 3. J. HOLMES: 1 had nothing to do
with the controlling of the policy, my only
conneclion was in matters concerning the
meovements of boats and how they were to
be filled. I have told both former Ministery
and present Ministers it was never a gues-
tion of price of freight with the Norith-West,
but one of facilities for getting their stuff
away. If the freight had been raised, the
steamers would have made profits, but the
Labour (lovernment stated that the serviee
was inaugurated in order to cheapen freights,
and they were nof prepared (o put up the
price. I said just now that T thought there
would be no harm in the Governsieni making
an experiment; but his experiment is diffieult
io understand. While the Government has
purchased 12,000 eattle we find that the
Minister for Warks announces the clos-
ing up of the Government brickworks.
The Government apparently are of fhe
opinion that it is not one of their
functions to make bricks even for Govern-
ment buildings; they iniend to give private
enterprise a look in and have aeccordingly
shut down the brick works. Presumably the
Government will buy the bricks it requires
at the manufacturer’s price. Then we have
the astounding announcement that the Gov-
ernment is going into the cattle business. As
1 have already pointed out the worst feature
of his is that the Government have given
a monupoly to one firm, and in doing so
they have placed every grower of catile and
sheep belween Geraldion and Wyndham in
the hands of one firm. Assuming that it
was necessary for the Government to huy
ithese ecaltle—T do not think it was—they
should have done so by announcing in the
Press that they were prepared to buy up to
12,000 head of cattle and would take deli-
very at stated ports and stated times. They
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should have bought the 12,000 eattie from
anybody and everybody, then they would
not have been doing very mueh harm. But
under the procedure adopted, whilst ship-
pers were engaging freight through the
Colonial Secretary’s department, one firm
seeured practically the whole of the avail-
able spaee through another department. 1,
put that aspect of the question to the Pre-
mier some time ago and be replied that if
the Government announced its intention of
buying ecatile all ihe eattle growers would
put their heads together. T said “I am not a
fool, and T do not think you are, and it is no
use talking nonsense like that to me.” 1 teld
" the Premier that they were the only people
conlrolling the freight space. They had
srace for 14,000 head; that being so they
could fix the price; they would pay on the
caltle, T also asked him what was pro-
pesed (o be done about ihe remainder of
the eattle in the North, and he said the Gov-
ernment would buy all the eattle. To that 1
replied | had nothing further to say, hut he
added, “on one condition, that we ean got
freight to lift the cattle” The -eattle
zrowers are not fools and I told the Pre-
micr that if he thought they were prepared
1o tie up Lheir cailtle for, say, six months in
order that the Government might ascertain
whether they eould lift them, he was making
a misiake. Tn my opinion that was an un-
tenable position for tie Premier of any
country to take up, I care not whether he i
Liberal or Labour. [ belong to a non-party
ITouse and my sole desire is to see this coun-
try run properly. When T think that is nel
heing done 1 consider it is my duty to pnt
the facts hefore the country. It is snggested
{hat a proposal has been put forward (hat
the “Kangaroo” shall go into the eattle trade
next season. T ask, where is the “IKan-
garon”?  Does anybody know? T would
further ask what it will cost to fit
her up for the cattle trade; and it
has to he remembere' that she is enrn-
ing good money at the present fime.  As-
suming {hat she does go into the cattle trade
next vear, howis she to be fiited up with fro-
zen space insulated ehamber, ete.. hy Mareh,
1919, when she will he required o enler the
frozen meat trade. If she is to go into the
cattle frade next season she will be engaged
between April and Seplember of next vear;
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then she will have to go Home to be insu-
lated, whiech will take months and cost thou-
sands of pounds. I understand that the rea-
gon lor Lhe purchase of these cattle is the
profit made out of some cattle purchased
last year by the Labour Government. There
was, | believe, a big prefit made on those
catile. It was made either out of the pro-
ducer, or out of the consumer, or out of both.
The cattle were honght at Derby and sold at
Fremantle, the Government acting as middle-
men. Thus the Government either got the
protit whieh the producer should have made,
or they rooked the public, It was not an
unusnal thing to seé a thousand bullocks
held up at Fremantle for a week; held up by
the Labour Government, and also later by
the Liberal Government, at a cost of one
shilling per day per bullock, or £350 per
week. Tt was a conspiraey between the pri-
vale shippers and the Government to put
up the price, in order that cattle transac-
fions might be made prolilable. That sys-
tem was adopted by both Labour and Liberal
Covernments.

ITon. W. Kingsmill: What about the con-
dition of the eaitle?

Hen. J. J. HOLMES: Undoubtedly they
wasled in conditien, but that did aot matter
to the Labhour Government or to the Wilson
Government. By such means last year’s pro-
fit was made, and that is the justification
for making the deal for next year. That is
whiere the Wilsun Government's troubles are
2oy to begin,

The Colominl Secretary: Do yon not think
it 15 a justificalion for altering the method
of last year?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : The action of
holding catlle iz a perfeetly justifiable one
on the part of the private shipper; but
neither the Labour Government nor the Lib-
eral Government have the right to hold caltle
in order to foree a higher price from the
consumer, 10 the Government get the “Ilan-
gareo” going  next  vear with 1,500 bul-
lneks

The Colonial Secretary: Twelve hundred,

on. J. J. HOLMES: Very well,
1,200 the  “Kwinana”  850; the
“Moira, 50; that gives a tolal of 2,700.
Now, assume that these three boais
get info Tremantle at one time, as
they are likely to do, because, no malter
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how one starts boats on that coast, they may
all arrive together. Let hon. members imag-
ine 2,700 Governwment eattle held in quaran-
tine at one time at Fremantle, and the Gov-
ernment standing between the hungry public
and cheap meat. Then the Government’s
troubles will really begin, and Ministers will
wish they had never been born. Private
owners will not protect them next year, but
will blow the gafl on them. Lot bhon. mem-
bets think of 3,000 bullecks in guarantine to
be fed. When such a position arises, the
Government will begin to know something
about the meat trade, and will wish that
the Wilson Minisiry had never come into
existence. In order to show how the trade
has drifled during the last two or three
vears, let me point out that in 1915 27,000
cattle were shipped from the Northern ports.
of whieh 14,000 came to Emanuel Bros. and
13,000 were for accouni of other shippers.
In the last season, 1916, there were 18,000
cattle shipped from the Northern poris, of
which 9,000 wer¢ for Emanuel Bros., sold
o the Government, and $,600 on account of
other shippers. The other shippers hegan
fo get a look in last season, handling half
the cattle. FPrior to the war, Emanuel Bros.
had the first call upon the Adelaide Steam-
ship Co.’s boats and the Singapore steamers.
After the outhreak of war, some of the
steamers were withdrawn. Tn this last
seasont of 1916 the Government booked all
the space with their usual loyal shippers in
the usual way. T cannot say what happened
between Emanuel Bros. and the Adelaide
Steamship Co., but the Adelaide boats did
" not go on that coast; and three of the Singa-
pore steamers went off. As I sav, T do not
know what happened; but T know the caitle
business, and T know that Fmanuel Bros.
know the ecattle business. Y think they did
what T would do under the circumstances.
Emanuel Bros. probably said. “Flow ecan
we charter an Adelaide boat at an exorbitant
rate, paving £5 10s. or £6 per head for cattle,
when all the other men are getting their
cattle carried for £3 to £3 10s. per head?”
That is a reasonable position for any busi-
ness man fo take up. The Government have
bnoked all the space at £3 and £3 10s. Ae-
cordingly, Emanuel Bros. sit back and await
developments—people could starve down
here for want of ecatile, but that was not
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Emanuel Bros'. fault, [ heard it rumoured
that Brranvel Dros. intended to leave their
catile on the station for a year or so, where
they would grow bigger and hLeavier. Prob-
ably they may do the same this coming sea-
son, aud ship olher people’s caftle. Even-
fhally fhe Government took up the position
of saying “Something will have to he done
to cheapen meat.” They tried ull round
Australia for a cattle boat, but they failed,
Ultimately, the difficulty was overcome by
the Commonwenlth ecommandeering the
“Moira.” The Commonwealth eould not
commandeer the ‘Moira” for Emanuel Bros,
It they counld commandeer her for carrying
cattle for the Western Australian Govern-
ment.  There is some legal point involved,
as to which T am not quite clear, I have
already told the House how Labour and
Liberal Governments alike strugpgled to keep
up prices after the “Moira” wns brougat
into the trade. The vesult of the waiting
game on the part of those who koew the
business, was that the Government had to
come in. The Government had to secure the
“Moira” and buy a lot of eaitle from Em-
anuel Bros. The profit made on that occa-
sion. 1 understand, has induced the Govern-
ment lo go into the trade for the next sea-
son. In eonneclion with the purehase of the
12,000 cattle, T believe T am safe in pre-
suming (hat delivery is at Derby, and not
at Fremantle—an important point in view of
the searcity of tonnage, which prevented
Emanuel Bros. from undertaking the busi-
ness and certainly would have prevented me
from undertaking it. Delivery, I under-
stand. is at Derby; and in making a eon-
tract for the delivery of 12,000 head of cattle
from one firm at Derby the Government
have exeluded practically all other shippers
—shippers who have loyally stood by the
State Steamship Service sinee first it was
established.  Although the Colonial Seere-
lary has ecalled the pioneers of the Norih
hard names which they do not deserve

The Colontal Secretary: T have not ealled
|eople hard names.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The people of the
North have been called hard names. They
have heen called heef buccaneers and beef
harons. But they are the people who have
kept 1he State Steamship Service going,
and they have paid every penny of freight

-
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for which they have been asked. It is no
tault of theirs that freights are naot up.
They have not asked for cheap freighis.
Some of those men have been engaged for
the last guarter of a century in developin%
the North. Some of them came over from
Queensland 30 vears ago with their eatile
spending two and a half to three years on
the journey, eamping at one water hole for
as long as six months. They came to develop
Last Iimberley thirty vears ago. Some of
them have had sons killed on the batile-
field; some have sons fighting for the Em-
pire fo-day. And these nien are not mourn-
ing over the non-shipment of their eatlle.
'They are not even worrying much about it,
except that they wmust have something to
keep the pot hoiling. These are the people
who have been practically twrned down by
the Wilson Government. who tell them, “You
have served your purpose in developing the
North; and, as far ag the State steamers are
concerned, we do not know that you have
any right to exist, or to bring down cattle to
this market.” In view of the conditions,
sueh eonduct is pretty near to adding insult
to injury. These men, I am sure, would
gladly say “Take our stations, take our
cattle, take everything we have; but give us
back our sens! We cannot do that, but it
is at least our duty to see that these men re-
ceive justice as regards the stock they pro-
duce after a battle of a quarter of a century
in the North. I wish {o show the House that
the cattle growers and those interested in the
caitle trade were alive to the position. Be-
fore the Labour Government went out of
office, I introduced a deputation to Mr.
Threw; and it was pointed oot fo that gen-
tleman that there was a possibility of a
change of Government, and he was asked
wlial were the proposals about cattle freight
for next year. Mr. Drew said there and
then, “If T were remaining in office—the
(iovernment are not sure of their position—
I should straight away book up cattle in the
usual way for next season. But I am prob-
ably going out of office, and I do not want
to commit the Minister who has to follow
mwe. ¥ propose, therefore, that you go and
see Mr. Frank Wilson.” We went to see
Mr. Wilson at his private office, and told
him that we eame to him from Mr. Drew.
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Mr, Wilson promised these people that for
the next season they would be treated just as
they had been freated last year. I do not
wish to labour the point, except to say that
the whole of these people have been left at
the post. They eannot get any space. They
know from the man in the street that there
is a contraet with the Government through
which some other firm has secured 90 per
cent. of the space. \Whether they are to
partieipate in the other 10 per cent. they do
not know and cannot find out. Let me now
point oub some of the difficulties which the
Government will find themselves np against
in taking delivery of the 12,000 eatlle pur-
chased. I understand the contract specifies

delivery at Derby. In the event of
the “Kwinana” or the ‘“Moira™ strik-
ing a rock on the North-West coast,
what will he the position? Twelve

thounsand cattle delivered to the Government
at Derby are to be carried south at the rate
of 700 per week during five months of the
year. If one of the boats happers to strike
a rock, what are the Government going to
do with the caltle of which they will have
taken delivery at Derby? That is the
trouble shippers are always up against. To
show the extent of the trouble, I may point
out that the “Eddystone,” “Colae,” “Karra-
katta,” “Mildura,” and “Koombana” were
wrecked on that coast, In 1914 the “Kwin-
ana” struck not a rock but an island—La
Crosse Island—and she stayed there for ten
days with 850 bullocks ahoard.

The PRESIDENT: I am sorry to ine
terrupt the hon. member, but the Standing -
Orders require that the Orders of the Day
must now be called on.

Resolved: That motions be continued.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This vear the
“Bambra” struck an unchartered rock and
had to abandon all her live stoek engage-
ments and go right out of the trade to
Singapore to dock. What will be the posi-
tion of the Government if the “Kwinana®”
or the “Moira” strikes a rock?

Hon. J. Cornell: It will be an act of God.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No, The Govern-
ment will be carrying their own eattle. The
contraet is for deliverv at Derby. T do not
know what the Government’s position will
be. If they are carrving for private
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owners then, in the event of a breakdown, it
would be an act of God and the Government
would be relieved, the loss being spread over,
perhaps, the whole of the North. But I am
afraid that if auything bappens to the ship
the Governmenl’s position will be that tbey
must take delivery.

The Colonial Secretary: No.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Well, I stand cor-
rected. I know what happened when the
“Mildura” struck the North-West Cape
with 600 bullocks on board. She had been
chartered for 10 trips, and on her first trip
she hit a rock and was abandoned, bullocks
and all, it being found impossible to get the
cattle out of her. The loss of that ship
would have ruined the charterers that year—
there was no redress against the ship, be-
-canse it was an act of God—but for lhe fact
that the “dildura” was a combine ship, and
immediately she strock one of the other
-companies found a ship to take her place
.and so saved the situation. Ships cannot be
found to-day to take the place of one meet-
ing with disaster. That is why the North-
West lends itself to a shipping eombine, and
why the State should control the serviee so
thal in the event of a vessel being lost she
will be replaced. There was a fime when
one could charter foreign bhoats for
that coast, but it was impossible 1o
get other ships (o replace them and in
conseruence private owners would not char-
ter foreign ships, but preferred to pay the
combine their price and be on a safe foot-
ing. However, the Government have stepped
in and are earrving the eattle, buying the
hullocks on delivery at Derby. There is no
doubt Emanuel Bros. considered that as-
pect of the guestion. They could nof get
a boat in Australian waters at a reasonable
price and probably could not get one any-
where. They knew their business, but the
(tovernment did not. Tn the ease of an acci-
-dent no other steamer is available to replace
ihe one injured, and Emanuel Bros. were
satisfied to take a lesser price at Derby, and
shift the responsibility on to the Govero-
ment, Consider the difficulties of the other
cattle-owners. At Derby they will be en-
tirely in Emannel Bros” hands. The small
owner has to sell his cattle somehow.
He has to pay his rent and expenses, and
if he cannot sell his cattle it may be that
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ihe Industries Assistance Board will have
to take over his Crown rents and provide
him with assistance. The Mimister for
Lands says that Emanuel Bros. were not
anxious for this eontract. I know the Min-
ister for Lands to be one of Nature's
gentlemen, the soul of honour. A more up-
right man I never met. But he is not in
touch with 1916 methods of business; and
while I regard him as the soul of honour I
am bound to say that he must have been
the soul of simplicity to have been bluffed.
Of course Emanuel Bros, assumed an in-
dependent attitude and professed to be
indifferent as to the contract. The unfor-
tunate part of it is thdt Wyndham, which
serves the East Kimberlev district, seems
to have bheen left out aliogether. The “Kwin-
ana” and the “Moira” are to run direct 10
Derby and so serve West Kimberley.
The freezing works were to have been
ready for the East Kimberley calttle in 1918,
but what is to be beecome of the fat eattle
in the meantime? They will be bought by
the Government if they can get freight,
but, if not, they will be left. That is what
the Premier says. What about all the
other shippers belween Derby and Fre-
manfle? What about the ports, Carnar-
von, Onslow, Sampson. Port Hedland and
Broome, all with eattle and sheep to be
shipped to Fremantle? I understand these
twe boats are to run direct from Fremantle
and back. If this is so all the intermediate
perts will be eut out, not only in respect
of live stock, but also of maiis, provisions,
and passengers, in order to run a direct
service between Derby and Fremantle,

The Colonial Secretary: That is not =o.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The direct service
must be run. A mob of 850 bullecks eannot
be kept banging round Derby while the boat
is calling at other ports and remaining a day
putting out carge. It will be impossible
to lift the cattle by iwo boats in the pre-
seribed time if the direet service is not
run, It may be that there will be three lots
of bullocks on the road travelling to Derby
in order to arrive on given days, and the
boats must run a direct service to keep
time. Also, I believe there is in the con-
tract a provision that whilst the delivery
is at Derby a number of catile have to be
weighed ab Fremantle, and a certain
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shrinkage allowed tor as between the Derby
weight and the Fremantle weight. Now it
is not so mueh on the high seas as in port
where the shrinkage is made, and if the
huats ave to call im at all these different
ports it will mean inereased .shrinkage of
weight and will be contrary to what I under-
sltand to be the contract, namely, that the
cattle ave to be taken direct to Fremanile.
I think the Colonial Secretary is wrong in
saving that it was not so.

The Colonial Secretary: I suggested that
the statement was incorrect, that we wonld
stop all passengers and mail serviees during
that lime. ’

Hon. 4. J. HOLMES: Most of the other
hoats have gone off, and we have only got
the “Bambra” and have no control over the
other two steamers. The only boat that the
(iovernment have to serve the other poris
is the “Bambra.” and she is a cockleshell
which may go off the coast al any moment.
That wonld leave the pioneers up there with-
out mails, and in somne instances perhaps
wilhout food. Only (he other day the
“Minderoo” should have gone to Derby en
route for Singapore, and at the last moment
cut out Nerby. The “Kwinana” was going
to Wyndham and she would not have bheen
going to Derby. She was passing with a
earge for the Wyndbam Freezing Works,
and T have (o thank the Colonial Secreiary
for having steps faken whieh enabled her io
eall in at Derby in place of the “Minderoo.”
1F the *Kwinana” and the “Moira” have lo
carry eattle direet fo Fremantle, however,
the Colonial Secretary will he unahble io
Iwving pressure Lo hear upon the other peu-
ple. e is entirely in {heir hands.  The
squatters will be in a worse position Than
that which existed before the State steam-
ship service eame into existence.  This is
astonnding, in view of the faet that fhe
Stale steamship service was hrought in in
arder to remedy an evil which had heen
zoing on for so long. The private eom-
panies were bad enough, hut the Wilson
invernment are erealing an intolerable posi-
tion.  As 1 have said, T do not blame the
private shipping companies for giving all
their freight to one firm. bul T do object to
their trving to hoodwink people.  The
agents (Messrs. Dalgety, Ltd.) controlling
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the Singapore boats tried to hoodwink me
last year. In Nuvvember, 1915—the season
did not hegin uniil April, 1916—Dlessrs.
Dalgety, Ltd, as agenis for these bhoats,
wrote to Messrs. llolmes Bros, asking what
cattle they had and what space they required
for the 1916 eatile season, We replied that
we wanted space and asked for a sebedule of
rates from Wyndham, the approximate date
ot shipment, the price per head and also the
approximale amount of space available.
Dalgety, Ltd., replied thar thev did not in-
clude Wyndbam in their itinerary. The re-
ply, bear in mind, of Messrs, Holmes Bros.
was “Quote freight from Wyndham all ports
south.”  Messrs. Tlolmes Bros. replied to
Dalgety asking for the rates for all other
porls. In December Dalgety, Ttd., advised
that they wonld go inle the matter and sce
what they eounlld da. Messrs. llolmes Bros.
inferviewed Dalgety, 1.td., and it was agreed
that Mohnes Bros. should stipulate the num-
ber that they had to ship. We did this
wiider protest. 1t was not for us to slipuolate
for we conld not be buyer and seller. We
agreaill that if we were to stipulate the num-
her they would give us a  definite reply
within 24 hours.  After 24 hours, however,
no reply was fortheoming and we waited for
48 honrs, and after several telephone mes-
sages we got a letier from Dalgety, Ltd., to
the effect thal their London agents, or owners,
had tustrueted them not to hook any sheep
ar eattle for any dale after the 31st Mareh.
Tt was a very simple letier to those who did
not undersiand 1he business. No one, how-
evor. wnnled to ship befare the 31st Mareh,
and catftle hoats are nol requirved hefore that
date, as the senson does not begin until the
Tst April,  They said the London owners
hae advised lhern not fo book any freight
after 31st Mareh.  Holmes Bros. replied
asking to be allowed to participate in any
freight when ihe owners had fixed the itin-
erary of the ships, Daleety, Lid., replied
that ihey would he pleased to advise when
the owners’ instruetions had heen received.
To February, 1014, Talgety, Lid., as agents
for these vessels, advised that they were in
a position te guote rates for catile and asked
Messrs. Holmes Bros. to advise the nuinher
they had to ship, and also the number that
they had honked elsewhere, and that on re-
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ceipt of that information the application of
Messrs. Holmes Bros. would receive favour-
able consideration.  Holmes Bros. replied
that 1they were nol prepared to comply with
these conditions. We knew all along that
we were being bluffed. We stated that we
were not prepared to submit an estimate of
our requirements, nor what we had booked
elsewhere, nor to supply the information {o
enable Dalgety fo give the application full
consideration. The fact remains that they
opened up correspondence themselves with
Holmes Bros. and that we did not ask for it.
The whole of the Singapore boats went to
Emanuel Bros. as usual. We knew this all
along, but thought that as they had opened
up correspondence, this ecorrespondence
would be useful some day. I have kept
it, and in dealing with the State steamship
service in the North-West T find it is useful
because it shows what has been going on for
many years past. What happened when the
Premicer announced that he was proposing
to sell the State steamship serviee?  All
the loeal agents of the eompanies here were
falling over one another to get in first, They
“endeavoured to see if they could buy the
steamers or take them over and run them,
and whelher they could run them either on
aeeonnt of the Government or on their own
account. The shipping kings of the East,
the heads of the firms, came toc Western
Australia in order to see if they could work
it. This is interesting, in view of the fact that
they have always claimed to be anxious to
get off the north-west coast. Their sole eon-
sideration, thev state. has been for the poor
pioneer whom they wanted to help. Their
policy was to help Western Auslralia. but
when they heard of the big freighls in
other parts of the world, as the result of
the war, these steamship companies. whose
only consideration was the pioneer of ihe
North, cleared oui like rats from a sinking
ship and went elsewhere to parlicipate in
the high freizhts. As soon as this announce-
ment was made by the Premier, however,
they rushed along to see if they eould buy
or run the steamers on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, Now the House will under-
sland how it was that T support State
steamers for the North-West. We cannot
have that part of the State in the hands of

an octopus ol (his description. These two
shipjhng companies for the last 25 years
have sat between the producer of the North
and the consumer in the Sonth. We cannot
give railways to the people in the North,
or transport facilities except by sea, and
this State eannot afford to leave such trans-
jort in the hands of private enterprise.
That explains my action some years ago
when T exposed the early administration of
the serviees by the Labour Government. I
could see that unless the State steamship
service was properly administered, it would
have to he abandoned. 1 was misunderstood
by some. If the people of the North have to
go back to the old condition of affairs, these
shipping people will socon get square with
them. The result of my exposure was
that organisation of the service was put
on Dbetter lines. The Government are
hound te earry on that serviee in war time
and to earry it on with existing boais. They
should never have tied up this service in the
way thexy have done. If the Govermmnent
have 1he welfare of the ecountry at
heart, when the war is over they will
buy or buld at Jeast two suitable
ships  which e¢an be put upon that
eoast. Two suitable ships can be employed
not only for the loeal trade but for the
island {rade, whieh must not be lost sight of.
Coming Soulll, these hoats could bring pas-
sengers, frozen meat, live cattle, sheep,
wool, shell, copper ove, ete, to Fremantle
for local trade and also for export. We
must come to the time when we shall have
lo place hese people in the North in direet
connection with the big ships coming to Fre-
mantle, 1n order 1o take their exports to the
outside world. Geing North these vessels
could be used to take wp passengers, mails,
weneral supplies, and provisions along the
cnast, frozen meat, cattle, sheep, dour, and
fruit for the islands—quite a nice little
husiness.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom : YWhere would
vou pirk up frozen meat?

Huon. 1. .J. HOLMES: At the last port of
eall zoing out, namely, Wyndham. I am
talking about after the war, somewhere about
(he vear 1918, if indeed it ean come then.
If. however, the “Kangaroo” is engaged in
carrying livestock this wounld not be so easy.
Tt would be 2 good business for the conntry
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it we could gei flour, fruit, and meat up te
the islands. The itinerary could be worked
so that two or three ships could be coniinu-
ally leaving for the north-west coast and the
island trade with flour, fruit and other goods,
and coming back they eould earry pearl
shell, frozen meaf, efc. to the big ships at
Fremantle for export.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenocom: Do you think
it would pay?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There must be
nmoney in it somewhere otherwise the ship-
ping people would not be falling over one
another to get hold of the broken-down ser-
vice which they have always condemned.
It could be made to pay by charging
decent rates of freight, and if the Govern-
ment bought better ships they conld make a
handsome profit. It matters not if they
did not make a profit at first. One
may ask how many of the agricultural
railways that we have built, and which
have had the support of the Colonial
Secretary, have paid from the beginning?
Some of them will possibly never pay, and
others will not pay for a number of years.
We do not want to make money out of the
people but to help to develop the North. We
shall never develop that portion of lhe coun-
try if we allow the people there to remain
in the hands of the shipping combine. To
my mind those in the shiping combine are
like vultures gathering together over their
prey. The Colonial Secretary has insinu-
ated at times that T have not always been
seizetl with the importance of the Northi-
West position so far as the State steamers
are concerned, and it is due to the House and
the country that I should make my position
clear. T will explain what has happened
hetween my firm and the State steamship
service.  The public will probably wonder
why my firm tolerated the position. There
is only one explanation. We reckoned that
a reformed State steamship service for the
North wounld be hetter 1han the old condi-
tions, and we were prepared to put up with
some inconvenienee in the hope that some
day a proper serviece would he established.
In 1913, in accordance with the arrange-
ments made, my frn booked four lois of
caltle of 25¢ for each shipment at Wynd-
ham by the “Kwinana.” The first shipment
was cancelled hy the State sieamship ser-
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vice beeause ihey eould get no other cattle
to fill the steamer on that voyage. The
“Kwinana” carries 750 head of cattle, and
because they could only get 250, the State
steamship service would not send the vessel
up to Wyndham. On the second trip there
was a wortality of 139 out of the 750 and
we had to bear our proportion of the loss.
On the occasion of the third frip there was
a forinight’s delay in consequence of engine
troubles. In 1916 we booked three lots of
230 each. The State steamship serviee sub-
sequently asked us whether we would ex-
change one lot of 250 from one trip to an-
other because the Government wanted fo
ship 500 on thai particular oceasion, We
effecled the exchange and they came along
and said they ounly bad 700 bullocks, would
we then supply the remaining 50. We sup-
plied the other 50. Tn the third trip theyv
said they would not send the “Kwinana” for
the 250; they explained that Queens-
land peopie had been in the Rast
Kimberley distriet buying catfle, and a lot
of the small people had gone back on them,
and if we did nol make up the ship-
ment to 750 they would not send the
“Kwinana” to Wyndham. We had to make
up the shipment from 250 to 750. We had
{o purchase cattle from nine different own-
ers in all parts so as to make up the total,
then we accidentally discovered ~that the
“Kwinana,” which was intended to go north
direet for those bullocks was ealling in at
Brown’s Island, Point Sampson, and sundry
other places on {he way up. I inquired about
this and the reply I got was that the people
interested were constituents of mine and
they had to be considered. We had to hold
790 bullocks at Wyndham without feed or
water for several days and consequently
lost anyihing from £200 to £300. We pur-
chased a number of these cattle at £6 «
head, and the freight and shipping charges
came to another £4, and a big pro-
portion of this lot of eattle was sold at Fre-
mantle for less than £5  This happened
within the last few months. We do not mind
that beeause the serviee is disorganised owing -
to the war and other unfortunate conditions,
but we have not had a favour of any deserip-
tion from {lie State steamship serviee, Last
vear the “Kwinana” was booked for four
trips for hullocks from Derby to Fremantle-
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I noiiced that the top space of the “Kwin-
ana” could be used for carrying sheep. 1
said that 1 would fake the top deck
for the four trips at £125 per ftrip,
whether my firm wanted the space
or not. A provisc was made that the
State steamship service had to find fodder
and arrange ihe insurance. When we began
to fill the space with Derby sheep, which are
very small sheep, the State steamship ser-
vice discovered that we were putfing more
than 800 in the space we had secured, and
they said that they had based their ealeula-
tions on 800 sheep and fodder and insurance
on thal pumber. I replied that they had let
the whole of the space, but I told themn that
I would make this arrangement. The space
was ours and 1 held that we could put what
we liked into ii. Nevertheless we agreed to
pay for fodder and insurance for everything
over 300 sheep. That is how we treaied the
State steamship service although we were
got bound to pay more than £125 per
trip. 1 might also refer to the 1914
shipments. The first was in  Mareh,
when we shipped 304 hullocks. The
weather was very hot and the Govern-
ment put 850 bullocks on the vessel when
she was only capable of carrying 780. Thay
hung to the Wyndham whart (oo long—
everyone knows that theve is a rise and fall
of fide at Wyndham of between twenly and
thirty fecti—and on leaving the wharf the
“Kwinana” was run on io a bank and she
stayed ihere until the next tide. The result
wag that she threw 150 bullocks overboard
in the first twenty-four hours, Our loss was
91 bullocks. There was £1,000 gope—an act
of God, I suppose. On the third trip in
1914, the “Kwinana” was loading at Wynd-
ham with 850 bullocks. The Government,
when thev realised that they had (hal num-
ber of bullocks on the vessel, extracted a
written statement from our drover at Wynd-
ham that he was satisfied with the space al-
lotted tuv the stock. The drover did not know
anything ahout the contract, but the Govern-
ment were anxious fo prolect themselves hy
getting a written stafement from him to say
that he was satisfied. On that trip the veesel
came out at ehb tide. She rot out of hand
and finished on La Crosse Tsland and siayed
there for ten dayvs. The Government of the
day should have sacked the caplain for j ut-
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ting the vessel on the island, but they gine
him a bonus of £100 for taking her off. They
knew that if they dismissed bhim for running
her on the island the owners would have put
n a eclaim against the State for negligence.
Then the Government took the captain from
the “Kwinana,” put him on the “Western
Ausiralia” and sent himm home, hoping, no
doubt, that he would sirike another islan!
on the way bome and thus dispose of the
“YWestern Australia” for ever. In 191G tle
“Kwinana” brought down 7,856 bead of cat-
tle out of a total of 17,900; nearly half the
number shipped from the North-West 10
southern ports. The State steamship ser-
vice has been reformed and the steamers
are now engaged on work that it was in-
tended they should do. I claim some litile
credit for having helped to put the serviea
on somelbing like a satisfactory basis. It
may be assumed that in doing that I was
working in my own interests as a cattle-
grower in the North, but what suits me snits
every other producer there as well. If the
Government doubt my sincerity in connec-
tion with this matter or any of my transae-
tions with regard to the Siate Steamship
Service, they ean appoint a Royal Commis-
sion; they can make any kind of investiga-
tion

The Colenial Secrelarv: There has never
been any doubt or snggoestion.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If anv investiga-
tion is earried out I will insist on one stij u-
lation only,and it is, that whoever is eonduet-
ing the investization shall be permilted to
present a report and not do as was done hyv
the Labour Government when they appointe?
a commission of four gentlemen ito prove
that my utferances were without foundatinn
and who, when it was discovered I was prov-
ing my own case, were not permitted to com-
plete their inquiry and to present a repott.
I have ounllined what I believe to he farts,
and I do not think, in what T have said, T an
wide of the mark. The eountry is entitled
to see the contract which has heen eate od
into and to know who was responsible Vfur
it. I am satisfied that the House will insist
upon some action being taken. 1 have don-
my part. 1 have hrought the maiter for-
ward at the earliesl moment. and with the
utmost confidence T commend to the 1T.sa
ihe motion whieh T have moved.
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On motion by Colonial Secretary, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.17 p.m.

Legislative Hssembly,
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p-m. and read prayers.
PAPERS PRESENTED.
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1911-12, Model by-laws adopted by i(he

Wagin Municipal Council.

QUESTION—GOLD MINING INDUS-
TRY, PROPOSED CONFERENCE.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the DMinister for
Mines: Has he taken any action to carry out
the promise made for the holding of a con-
ference beiween the Chamber of Mines, the
Miners’ Unions, and the -rospectors’ and
Leoseholders’ Associations, with the object
of putting the gold mining industry of this
State on a more prosperous footing?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
Yes, Suggestions have been personally in-
vited by me from various associations and

[ASSEMBLY.]

unions, and from persons inleresled. Many
have already been received. The conference
will be held at a iime convenient to those
concerned a3 soon as Parliament rises.

QUESTION—-INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE BOARD.
Storekeepers’

Mr. PIESSE asked the Minister for In-
dustries: 1, What amount of money has
heen certifiedd as owing fo storekeepers by
seftlers under the conlrol of the Industries
Assistance Board? 2, Whal amount has
heen | aid off saine under Sections 7 and 8 of
the third schedule of the Aet?

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J.
). Connolly), for the Minister for Indus-
tries, replied: 1, The amount of money
ecrtified as owing to slorckeepers by settlers
is uot available, and to ascertain it would
involve eonsiderable labour and expense. The
total amount of creditors of all elasses, ana
certified to by settlers, totals approximately
£690,000. 2, The amount paid to such credi-
tors in the distribution of sarplug proceds,
totals £48,646 5s. 9d. This figure covers Lhe
full amount of dividends declared to oulside
creditors unider the Third Schedule, embrae-
ing Sections 1 to 8.

Aeeounts.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS,
INCREASES.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Whal is the estimated ad-
ditional revenue per year whieh the Railway
Department expect to raise from the latest
inereases i railway treights? 2, What is the
reason for imposing Lhese increases? 3, Are
the Glovernment aware thal the inereases will
press heavily on all persons engaged in our
primary indusiries? 4, Were the probable
effects of these nereased charges, in ihe di-
reclion of aecelerating the existing tendency
of population to leave the couniry distriets
for the Cily, and the consequent reduction
of traflie, taken inte  consideration before
they were appr?ved?

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. J
[). Connolly), for the Minister for Railways,
vepliec: 1, For the present financial vear,
£13,000. 2, To partly malke up the deficiency



